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Abstract
This study seeks to shed light on the Islamic renewal thought of the

Dervish movement, one of the anti—colonial movements in the Horn of

Africa at the beginning of the twentieth century, and on its leader, Mr.

Muhammad Abdullah Al-Hassan, who is considered a religious reformer
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whose movement and religious views influenced the pattern of religiosity
and thought, and created a vigilance And the awakening of large sects of
the Muslim people in the Horn of Africa in particular, but the Somali state —
as well as most studies about it — was keen to show him as a national hero

only, while ignoring the reformist Islamic contents of the movement he led,

which the study aims to highlight.

The term (renewal) was used in this study as a synonym for religious
reform, which is usually carried out during periods of stagnation in the
scientific and political movement, which hinders the movement of the nation
from keeping pace with the times and solving the problems that present its
path. It may take various forms, such as carrying out acts of jihad, and

reviving pride in the soul.

The study did not neglect to point out the most important intellectual
influences that made Sayyid Muhammad Abdullah Hassan, among them his

strong religious upbringing, and his affiliation with that SalhiaAhmadiyyasufi

order, which bears some HanbaliSalafi tendencies, in addition to his
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multiple trips that included the countries of the Hijaz and Palestine, as
mentioned, where he stood on The resistance movements that formed in

parts of the Islamic world in the nineteenth century, get acquainted with

some of their leaders and familiarized with their activities and methods.

As for the features of renewal in the thought of Sayyid Muhammad, they
were manifested in the creedal reform by rejecting heresies that contradict
the true religion, encouraging the scientific movement, reviving the duty of
jihad against the colonizer, applying Islamic Sharia and developing its
knowledge, raising awareness of cultural identity and forming immunity
against the ideas of Westernization, and the search for a strong state that

enjoys political independence.

In addressing this study, the researcher used a set of Arabic and foreign

references and interviews with well-informed scholarly personalities.

Keywords:Sayyid Muhammad Abdullah Al-Hassan, the Dervish

movement, Saalihiyya, Ahmadiyya Sufi order, Islamic renewal.
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