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Summary

With the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the signing of the Armistice of Mudros
on October 30, 1918, Turkish sovereignty over the Arab countries, which had lasted
for four centuries, came to an end. Subsequently, Prince Faisal entered Damascus on
October 1 and established an Arab government in the name of Sharif Hussein. On
the same date, Ismail Haqqgi Pasha, the Ottoman governor of Beirut, handed over
authority to Omar Daouk, who formed another Arab government in the city.
Additionally, a government was formed in Baabda under the leadership of Habib
Pasha al-Saad on October 6, 1918 (Khoury, 1983, p. 92).

However, this situation did not last long. On October 8, 1918 (the date of the French
occupation of Lebanon), General Allenby asked Shukri al-Ayyubi to leave Beirut,
and Colonel De Piape took over authority from Daouk.

In Akkar, during the period between the end of Ottoman rule and the arrival of
Faisal's representative, some notable figures from the region, including members of
the Maraabi and Dandashi families, held a meeting to determine their stance on the
political developments. The first meeting took place in the town of Al-Bireh at the
house of Muhammad Rashid Bey Al-Yassin, with Ahmad Agha Al-Hussein Al-
Dandashi representing the Dandashis. The attendees decided on the necessity of
resisting the French.

In early November 1918, Arab officer Raouf Bey arrived in the Akkar region as
Prince Faisal's representative. He raised the Arab flag over the Halba courthouse in
the presence of the region's dignitaries and established a local administration headed
by Othman Pasha Al-Mohammad, supported by a seven-member administrative
council. By the beginning of 1919, the Arab countries were considered "occupied
enemy territories,” and organizational measures were taken "indicating what would




ipeloan=Ylg a5ldY) polald dgal) dloeal)
Arab Journal for Humanities and Social Sciences

happen in the final settlement planned by the Allies... and Prince Faisal temporarily
accepted the administrative division of Syria" (Antonius, 1980, p. 389).

When the Paris Peace Conference convened in early 1919, Prince Faisal represented
his father, Sharif Hussein, and presented two memoranda affirming the demand for
independence and unity while recognizing autonomous rule for Mount Lebanon with
French assistance. He also proposed an investigative committee from the conference
to ascertain the desires of the population. On January 25, 1919, a Lebanese
delegation headed by Dawood Amoun arrived in Paris and presented the Lebanese
demands to the conference on February 15, 1919, which included: (Beihum, 1972,
p. 87)

- The independence of Lebanon.

- The return to natural and historical borders by reclaiming the cities of Tripoli,
Beirut, Saida, and the areas of Akkar, Baalbek, Hasbaya, Rashaya, and Marjayoun.

- French assistance.

Meanwhile, the Dandashis of Shhaira in northern Akkar worked to counter the
movements of rebels in their areas (Rayess, 1969, p. 558). The French authorities
recruited some Akkar residents who enthusiastically joined the French forces
advancing towards the Akroum Mountains on March 17, 1926. Despite various
interpretations of this revolt, it was a national uprising calling for liberation and
independence, carrying the banner of defending the homeland against the French
mandate (Ismail, 1964, p. 120).

In terms of administrative organization in Akkar, no changes occurred except for the
issuance of Decision No. 2336 on March 5, 1924, which transferred the directorate
center from Al-Bireh to the neighboring town of Qobayat (Awad, 1969, p. 341).

On April 9, 1925, Decision No. 3060 was issued, abolishing the old administrative
organization and dividing Lebanon into 11 provinces and one independent district.
The provinces were subdivided into 34 districts. The Tripoli Province was formed
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from four directorates: Zgharta, Halba, Qobayat, and Sir EI-Dinniyeh (Official
Gazette, April 21, 1925, Issue 1862).

Based on this, Akkar District was divided between Halba and Qobayat directorates,
with the former comprising 108 villages and the latter 64 villages (Official Gazette,
April 21, 1920).

This division remained in effect until President Emile Edde's government issued
Legislative Decree No. 5 on February 3, 1930, which abolished the districts and
created five provinces divided into districts. Akkar District became part of the
Northern Lebanon Province, with its center in Halba, governed by a district officer
assisted by an administrative council elected by the mayors and municipal
committees (Official Gazette, February 3, 1930, Legislative Decree No. 5, Article
24). This situation continued until 2003 when the district became the Akkar
Province.

This study will discuss the stance of the Akkar residents towards the French
occupation, the declaration of Greater Lebanon and unity with Syria, the conditions
in Akkar during the Lebanese Republic era, the disturbances of 1936 (the Franco-
Syrian Treaty) and their impact on political life in Akkar, Second World War, and
the Akkar residents' positions on independence.
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