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Summary:

The district of Akkar emerged as one of the districts of the Ottoman
provinces starting from the year 1864. Since 1888, it was considered part
of the Beirut Vilayet, and among the subordinate districts of Tripoli. At
that time, it comprised 149 villages, divided into three districts or regions.
(Source: "Morhaj" (1971) p. 282) :

1. Qaitou: Extending from Al Bared River and the town of Adweh in
south Denniyeh to north Arka River, and from the western foothills
to the heights of Akkar (Qamoua Plateau) in the east. Its major
towns include Bebnin, Bargayel, Bqgarzla, and Deir Dalloum. The
high area of Akkar was known as Al Jered region, including towns
like Fnaydek, Mishmesh, Al-Qarnah, Qabiit, Habshiet, and Bzal.

2. Jumaa: Stretching from south Arka River to north Astwan River, and
from the western foothills to the heights of Akkar (Akkar al-Atiga) in
the east. Its major towns include Rahbeh, Beino, Bzbeena, Al Burj,
Akkar al-Atiga, Tekreet, Jebrayel and Ayn Yaaqoub. Its low-lying
area was known as "Al-Shaft,” with towns including Halba, the
center of the district, Minyara, Sheikh Mohammed, Sheikh Taba,
Jadidat al-Jouma, Meshaha, Hizouq, and Adbel.

3. Derib: Extending from south Astwan River twards Wadi Khaled
area along the course of the major river to the north and from the
Mediterranean Sea to the west reaching up to the mountain heights
(Akroum) to the east. Its major towns include Qoubaiyat, Andget,
Shadra, Al-Awainat, Al-Bira, Mashta Hassan, Mashta Hammoud and
Wadi Khaled Villages. The low-lying part of it is known as "Al-Derib
Al-Asfal," with towns including Al-Talil, Darine, Saadine, Manjaz, Al-
Dabbabieh, and Al-Kwashra. There is also the plain area close to the
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sea where villages and towns have proliferated, the most important
being Western Tal Abbas, Al-Hayssa, Al-Masoudiyah, Tel Bira, Al-
Abboudeyah, and Al-Qulaiat.

After World War I and the arrival of the French, General Gouro declared
the establishment of Greater Lebanon on September 1, 1920. On the same
day, Decree No. 336 was issued, dividing the state into four Sanjaks and
two independent municipalities. The Sanjaks were further divided into 12
districts, with Akkar being one of the districts of Northern Lebanon
(source: "Fariha" (1972) p. 86). Under these regulations, the district of
Akkar was divided into three districts, each administered by an official
known as the district director.

However, in 1922, a more complex administrative organization emerged
in Akkar, dividing it into three districts administered by two
Qaimmagamates. According to Decree No. 1377 dated June 3, 1922, issued
by the Governor of Greater Lebanon, the responsibilities of the three
districts were distributed as follows:

-Beino Directorate: Deeb Ibrahim Deeb
-Halba Directorate: Ahmad Bek Al-Youssef
-Al-Bira Directorate: Ahmad Bek Al-Ahmad
In the same year, the district was divided into two Qaimmagamates:

- Halba Qaimmagamate (Western Akkar), with its headquarters in
Halba.

- Qoubaiyat Qaimmaqgamate (Eastern Akkar), with its headquarters in
Qoubaiyat.

The first Qaimmaqgamate consisted of Halba and Beino directorates, while
the second included only Al-Bira Directorate. This division lasted for just
over a year before both Qaimmaqgamates were abolished. The district was
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then divided into five directorates, with the number of villages allocated to
each as follows:

- AKkkar Directorate: Centered in Halba, with 9 villages under its
jurisdiction.

- Direb Directorate: Centered in Al-Bira, with 57 villages under its
jurisdiction.

- Wadi Khaled Directorate: Centered in Wadi Khaled, with 13
villages under its jurisdiction.

- Qaitou Directorate: Centered in Barqayel, with 65 villages under
its jurisdiction.

- Jumaa Directorate: Centered in Beino, with 28 villages under its
jurisdiction.

On November 30, 1923, Decree No. 2133 was issued, abolishing the Qaitou
and Wadi Khaled directorates. The latter was merged with the Direb
Directorate, while the former was placed directly under the

administration of the Qaimmagam in Halba. (Source: "Al-Tamimi and
Bahjat" 1979, p. 241)

In this study, we will discuss the conditions of the Arabs in the 19th and
20th centuries, the situation of the Sunnah in the Levant, and the stance of
the people of Akkar following the declaration of the Arab government in
Damascus in 1918, shedding light on Akkar during World War [-1914)
(1918
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