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Abstract

This research examines the Iragi Kurdish conflict in the 20th century as one
of the most complex and enduring issues in the history of the modern Middle
East. It focuses on the evolution of demands for autonomy in Kurdish
regions within the states that partitioned Kurdistan after World War |, and
on the series of wars and agreements that reshaped the political and social
landscape of the Middle East in general, and of the lraqi Kurds in particular.
The research aims to analyze the historical and political roots of the Kurdish
question in Iraq and to study the policies of exclusion and denial to which
Kurdish identity has been subjected. It also addresses the trajectory of the
Kurdish struggle in Iraq throughout the 20th century, tracing the most
prominent Kurdish uprisings and political movements, and the shift in their
discourse from the pursuit of cultural identity to the pursuit of autonomy,
and even independence. Furthermore, this research sheds light on the
Kurdish experience of autonomy, emphasizing that it is a product of internal,
regional, and international power dynamics, and not merely a manifestation
of the Kurdish movement's strength.

The research also concludes that the Kurdish conflict is not purely ethnic,
but rather the product of a complex interplay of multiple factors, including
identity, state—building, centralized policies, and regional and international
interventions. Furthermore, the issue of Kurdish autonomy in the 20th century

laid the theoretical and practical foundation for the development of the

Kurdish question in the 21st century.
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