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Abstract

the registration of entries pertaining to lease contracts in Lebanon, particularly
lease agreements concerning real estate registered in the Land Registry, from the
perspective of the effect of such registration on the protection of tenants’ rights
against third parties. It addresses the practical problem arising from the frequent
failure of tenants to register their lease agreements on the real estate folio, or their
reliance solely on provisional notations, without fully understanding the
fundamental distinction between final registration and provisional notation,
especially where the lease term exceeds three years or includes automatic renewal
clauses.

The article explains that a lease agreement remains binding between the lessor
and the tenant according to its contractual terms. However, its enforceability
against third parties, especially special successors such as purchasers or pledge
creditors, remains limited to a period of three years unless the lease is registered
in the Land Registry. By contrast, in relation to universal successors, such as heirs,
the lease remains enforceable in all its terms, as they are legally considered a
continuation of the lessor’s position. The article further highlights the importance
of final registration of the lease as the most effective means of protecting the

tenant’s right of occupation, whereas a provisional notation provides only

temporary and limited protection and does not replace final registration.
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The article concludes that the registration of entries relating to lease agreements

in Lebanon is not merely a formal procedure, but rather an essential guarantee for
the stability of the lease relationship and for the protection of the tenant against
persons who subsequently acquire real rights over the property. It also emphasizes
that relying solely on provisional notations entails serious legal risks, particularly
in long-term or commercial leases, where final registration becomes necessary to
preserve the right of occupation and ensure its enforceability against all.
Keywords: Lease agreements, registration of entries, Land Registry, real estate
folio, final registration, provisional notation, tenant protection, third parties,
Lebanon.
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