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Abstract

In prison literature, the jailer represents a complex figure who transcends being merely a

mechanical instrument of oppression and repression. He is a fundamental and essential element
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of the prison experience, standing in opposition to the prisoner. He is an element that deserves
in—depth analytical study, alongside the critical readings and studies that have focused on the

prisoner as the central and pivotal protagonist of the narrative.

Returning to Arabic prison novels, the image of the jailer appears in multiple forms.
Sometimes he is portrayed as a bloodthirsty executioner who uses the protagonist to prove himself
and assert his existence. At other times, he is depicted as a machine-like employee who executes
orders without question, and it is very rare to see him show concern for the prisoner or his well—-

being.

On a psychological level, we can understand the jailer's character. Milgram's famous
experiments confirmed that individuals comply with harsh and unethical orders when they come
from a higher authority. Therefore, the jailer cannot be reduced to a mere figure in prison literature,
as he is a powerful symbol revealing aspects of the system, and is also bound by various

constraints that bring him and the prisoner together in the essence of a shared tragic experience.

Keywords: jailer — oppression — prisoner — authority — obedience — violence.
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