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Abstract

This study explores the biographies of two eminent 7abi in
(Successors), namely: Imam Zayd ibn Aslam al-'Adawi (d. 136 AH), the
mawla (client) of “‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, and Imam Yunus ibn “Ubayd al-
‘Abdi al-Basr1 (d. 139 AH). Both figures exerted a profound influence on
the intellectual and juridical life of early Islam, each leaving a distinctive

imprint in his respective field.

Zayd ibn Aslam achieved distinction in tafsir (Qur’anic exegesis), figh
(jurisprudence), and hadith. He was recognized as one of the leading
fugahd’ (jurists) of Medina, whose interpretations were widely relied upon
in elucidating the meanings of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Several
prominent scholars studied under him and transmitted his knowledge,
thereby extending his scholarly impact. He was particularly noted for his
intellectual depth and clarity of understanding, and for his affiliation with

the Medinese school, which combined scholarship with practice and

adherence to the transmitted tradition (athar).
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By contrast, Yiinus ibn ‘Ubayd emerged as one of the leading scholars

of Basra. He embodied a synthesis of learning, piety, and asceticism (zuhd),
and became celebrated for his jurisprudential acumen and profound
wisdom. He was regarded as one of the foremost preachers and spiritual
educators of his time. His narrations and moral sayings inspired generations
of students and disciples, as he epitomized the model of the ascetic scholar

who united law with ethics, and knowledge with practice.

The significance of studying the lives of these two Imams lies in the
insights they provide into the history of the 7abi‘in and their role in
transmitting knowledge, consolidating the methodological foundations of
Islamic jurisprudence and exegesis, and shaping the ethical framework of
early Muslim society. Furthermore, their biographies underscore the
diversity of scholarly traditions within early Islam: Medina as a hub of
transmission and jurisprudence, and Basra as a center of asceticism and
moral cultivation. Ultimately, the legacy of Zayd ibn Aslam and Yiinus ibn
‘Ubayd remains a lasting testimony to the authenticity of the 7abi in

tradition and its formative role in the development of Islamic sciences and

their trajectory throughout history.
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