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Abstract

Since ancient times, Libya has maintained political, economic, religious, social, and
cultural ties with African countries, particularly Chad. Factors such as geographical
proximity, kinship, religion, language, intermarriage, shared culture, customs, and
traditions created a pressing need for close cooperation between Libya and Chad. This
interconnectedness also fostered a unique solidarity in the region, which led to the
formation of a unified Islamic front that resisted European colonizers in northern
Chad, resulting in significant losses for the colonial forces in various battles.

The main objective of this paper is to explore the joint resistance and its role in
confronting French occupation. It specifically highlights the efforts of the Mujahid
Muhammad al-Mahdi and Sayyid Ahmad al-Sharif in forging a strong alliance
between Libyan fighters and nationalist forces in northern Chad against French
colonialism. Moreover, it reviews key battles that took place between the French
invading forces and the Mujahidun during the French advance into northern Chad
(1898-1911) aimed at eradicating Arab identity and Islam in the region.

This study represents a modest attempt to underscore the contributions of Muhammad
al-Mahdi and Ahmad al-Sharif, and to depict the broader framework of joint African
struggle against European colonialism—a colonial project that sought to strip
Africans of their freedom, suppress their Arab-Islamic culture, exploit their resources,
occupy their lands, and integrate their continent as an extension of Europe.

The research adopts a descriptive-historical methodology combined with analytical
approaches based on collecting, reviewing, and systematically analyzing available
sources to reach clear scientific conclusions that contribute to solid academic
scholarship.
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The study is structured around three main axes:

1. The arrival of the Sanusi movement in northern Chad.

2. European penetration into northern Chad and the joint Libyan-Chadian
resistance against the French.

3. Selected examples of battles against the French forces, followed by a
conclusion that presents results and recommendation

Keywords: Sanusi Movement - French Colonization - National Resistance -
Libyan-Chadian Relations - African Anti-Colonial Struggle
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