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Mechanisms for Prosecuting and Trying Perpetrators of Money
Laundering Crimes Associated with Transnational Organized Crime

Abstract

This research aims to examine and analyze the mechanisms for
prosecuting and trying perpetrators of money laundering crimes
associated with transnational organized crime. These crimes pose an
escalating threat to the financial and legal systems of states due to their
complex and cross-border nature. The study adopts an analytical
comparative approach by reviewing international legal frameworks most
notably the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime (Palermo Convention, 2000) and the Vienna Convention (1988)
alongside the relevant legislative texts in Iraq and Lebanon, assessing
their compatibility with international standards.

The findings reveal that money laundering and organized crime are
legally and operationally interconnected, and that states show varying
degrees of commitment to implementing international mechanisms
related to judicial cooperation, such as extradition, mutual legal
assistance, asset confiscation, and recovery. While national courts have
begun to increasingly apply international provisions, practical
implementation continues to face legal, procedural, and political
challenges.

The research concludes that the effectiveness of combating such crimes
depends largely on enhanced international cooperation, closing legislative
gaps, and strengthening the institutional capacities of judicial authorities
and financial intelligence units. Accordingly, the study recommends
developing national legal frameworks, activating international
agreements, and adopting unified protocols for prosecution and
enforcement, to ensure a more effective response to these globally
interconnected crimes.

Keywords : Money Laundering, Organized Crime, International
Judicial Cooperation, Palermo Convention, Extradition, Asset
Recovery, Confiscation, National Legislation.
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