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Abstract

This paper is based on the pragmatic and communicative perspective of argumentation theory as

applied in poetry discourse with special reference to rhetoric devices used in Abu Nawwas's

poetry of wine showing his argumentation style and methods in favour of wine drinking.
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The study investigated the use of "argumentation” in the rhetoric devices in Abu Nawwas's poetry
of wine including how these devices are used not only as aesthetic devices but also as an
argumentation means and method to support the poet's purpose of convincing the addressee/
recipient of his views and fondness of wine drinking. In addition, the study included an analysis of
different types of rhetoric devices like antithesis, opposition and paronomasia or pun. Through the
study, many relevant concepts and terms were explained in terms of rhetorical devices and
argumentation. The descriptive and analytical method was used in conducting this study as well
as adopting the pragmatic argumentative method in analyzing most lines of poetry involved in this
paper.

The findings of this study revealed that the above mentioned rhetorical devices in Abu Nawwas's
wine poetry are employed as an effective argumentation tool to enhance the poet's intention in
persuading the recipient of his points of view and premise about drinking wine; so these devices

achieve both pragmatic argumentative and aesthetic goals.
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